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the European search report 
the declaration under Rule 45 EPC 
the partial European search report under Rule 45 EPC 

the supplementary European search report concerning the international application under Article 157(2) EPC 
relating to the above-mentioned European patent application. Copies of the documents cited in the search report are 
enclosed. 


The following specifications given by the applicant have been approved by the Search Division : 

□ Abstract □ Title □ Figure 

> 

□ The abstract was modified by the Search Division and the definitive text is attached to this communication **- 
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□ The following figure will be published with the abstract, since the Search Division considers that it better characterises ^ 
the invention than the one indicated by the applicant. 
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□ Additional copy(copies) of the documents cited in the European search report. 
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CLAIMS INCURRING FEES 


The present European patent application comprised at the time of filing more than ten claims. 

□ Only part of the claims have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search 
report has been drawn up for the first ten claims and for those claims for which claims fees have 
been paid, namely claim(s): 


□ No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has 
been drawn up for the first ten claims. 


The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 


see sheet B 


□ All further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search report has 
been drawn up for all claims. 

□ As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, the Search Division 
did not invite payment of any additional fee. 


□ Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European 
search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the 
inventions in respect of which search fees have been paid, namely claims: 


[X~] None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search 
I— I report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the invention 
first mentioned in the claims, namely claims: 
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 

1. claims: 1-11,24-38,55,56,62-71 

Apparatus for treating gas comprising: 

1.1. claims: 1,2-5,55,63,64 

a humidifi cation chamber which is a subchamber within the 
chamber 

1.2. claims: 1,6,55,56 

a humi di f i cati on chamber which comprises at least one water 
retaining layer 

1.3. claims: 1,7-11,55,62,65-69 

a backup container 

1.4. claims: 1,24 

a housing which is proximate to the patient 

1.5. claims: 1,25-29,55,70,71 

a heating means 

1.6. claims: 1,30 

a filter means 

1.7. claims: 1,31 

an AC/DC converter 

1.8. claims: 1,32 

a battery 

2. claims: 12-23,33-38,55,57-61 

Apparatus for treating gas comprising a humidity sensor 

Please note that all inventions mentioned under item 1, although not 
necessarily linked by a common inventive concept, could be searched 
without effort justifying an additional fee. 
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For the purpose of this search report, claim 46 has been considered as 
being dependent on claim 40 instead of claim 38 which is of a different 
category. 


Claim(s) not searched: 


Reason for the limitation of the search (non-patentable invention(s)) : 

Article 52 (4) EPC - Method for treatment of the human or animal body by 
therapy 

Article 52 (4) EPC - Method for treatment of the human or animal body by 
surgery 
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